
 
 
 

Dearborn Elementary 
Information for the Week of March 8-12, 2010 

 

LAUSD School Report Card- Our District has asked all Dearborn 
stakeholders to participate in the School Report Card process. Many 
parent received the paperwork in an envelope. If you did, please 
complete the survey and return it to the Dearborn office. If you did 
not, you can take the survey online. From the www.lausd.net website,   
click on the blue Families tab, then on the upper right hand side of the 
page, find where it says “School Report Cards”. Click on the link to 
take the parent survey. Our 3rd-5th grade students are taking the 
survey in class.  
 

Pyramid of Success- Building block seven in the Pyramid of Success is 
ALERTNESS:  There is something going on around us at all times from 
which we can acquire knowledge if we have alertness. Too often we do 
not see things that are right in front of us because we are not alert.  
 

Class t-shirts-Please have your child wear his/her class t-shirt (or 
class colors) to school every Wednesday in March. This week we will be 
taking our school-wide photo 2010 with all students and staff wearing 
their class shirts. Please end your child to school dressed 
appropriately for the photo. In addition, all 5th graders will have their 
Panorama Picture taken at 8:30AM. They need to wear their 5th grade 
t-shirts and/or sweatshirts. 
 

School Site Council Meeting- Please join us for our School Site 
Council meeting on Thursday, March 11 at 2:15 in the library. We will 
be discussing additional Title 1 Allocations for this year the school 
budget for the 2010-2011 school year as well as important District 
updates. 

http://www.lausd.net/
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Your child attends 

Dearborn, but how well 

do you know our school phi-

losophy and goals?  

Our mission statement says: Dearborn 
Street School provides a rigorous 
academic curriculum and social foun-
dation to meet the needs of our di-
verse learning community in a safe, 
supportive environment.  Our goal is 
to have students achieve their great-
est potential and become caring, re-
sponsible, contributing, well-educated 
citizens.  We accomplish these goals 
through the excellence of teachers 
and staff, the collaboration of par-
ents, and the commitment of the 
community.  Because all Dearborn 
stakeholders work together, we 

have been able to achieve so much. 

It is important to us that we meet 

all of our state and federal guide-

lines. It is amazing how many people 

call our school to ask what our API 

is (it is 826!) We live in a time of 

accountability, but so much of what 

we do can not be measured on a 

standardized test.   

 

Our Local School Leadership Council 

and staff members have been working 

hard to make our School-wide Positive 

Discipline Policy successful and understand-

able for all students and families. We have 

three basic rules for our school, they are:  

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be Safe, Be Responsible and Be Respectful. 

We are asking all of our parents to follow 

and model these three basic rules. Our 

Dearborn Dollars program began in January 

and has motivated our classes to work to-

gether and be recognized for doing the 

right thing. Classes earn Dearborn Dollars 

for lining up quickly and quietly, for keeping 

their lunch area clean, behaving well at as-

semblies, in the library and computer lab 

and for other special events. There are a 

variety of rewards classes earn based on 

how many Dearborn Dollars their class 

earns for the week and the month.  

 

Communication is 

such an important 

partnership be-

tween our school 

and our families. 

We are thrilled 

that so many 

families have 

signed up for 

our e-backpack. We 

are saving paper, copying 

costs and labor by sending information 

electronically. All our information is also 

available on the Dearborn website at 

www.dearbornelem.org. Our Monday Family 

Folders are used to send home information 

not generated at our school and for fami-

lies without computers at home. Please con-

tinue to sign and return your envelope each 

week.  
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The Dearborn staff has spent a great 

deal of time and effort reviewing data on 

our students. We review the results of our 

Open Court Assessments, District Math Quar-

terly Assessments, class work, homework, ELD 

Portfolios and other relevant information to design 

the instructional program that best meets the needs 

of our students. In-class intervention, enrichment ac-

tivities, The Learning Center, Tuesday Tutoring and 

TA time are all ways that we are able to differentiate 

instruction for our students. Our Weekly Progress Re-

port and warning notices are designed to keep parents 

informed about their child’s progress and to let you 

know if there are problems. Report Cards will be sent 

home on Monday, March 22. Please sign and return the 

report card and then it will be returned to you to 

keep. For the first time, we are holding conferences 

for selected students who are “At Risk” due to aca-

demic achievement, behavior, attendance or other ar-

eas of concern. These conferences will be scheduled 

on the afternoon of Tuesday, March 23 beginning at 

1:15PM.  

The LAUSD “Sharing Brings Hope” campaign is held 

each year during the month of March. In addition to 

the charities listed on the envelope, families can also 

earmark their donation for the Haiti Relief Fund.  On 

March 17, we will have “Leprechaun Punch” and cookies 

at recess for students who bring in a donation enve-

lope that day. More information will be sent home 

soon. 

 

We are always trying to find ways to beautify our 

campus environment. During the month of March, 

Dearborn students and families can design and pur-

chase tiles for our Literacy Garden. Our goal is to 

complete the wall this year. Our PTA in conjunction 

with mChurch is planning to renovate and update our 

Staff Lounge. We are counting on the Dearborn fami-

lies and community to help with this project. Please 

assist us, it will benefit the entire school when the 

project is complete. Please come to our PTA Meeting 

on March 25 at 8AM to get more information. 

 

It is a goal for us to involve parents and community 

members in our school. I am so proud of the number of 

volunteers we have on our campus, but we can always 

use more. Parents help in our Parent Center, go on 

field trips, help in classrooms and run our PTA. We 

have parents that serve on our School Site Council 

and Local School Leadership Council and help make 

decisions about our school policies, budget and calen-

dar, but there is so much more. Our dedicated Won-

der of Reading volunteers are Dearborn parents and 

grandparents, community members and even families 

of our staff. I’d like to publicly thank Maria Childs 

for heading our Wonder of Reading program, Bar-

bara Smith for all of the time she devotes to Dear-

born as our PTA President, Cathy Martin who puts 

our Dolphin Tales Newsletter together every month, 

Stacy Glickman who plans our Family Dining Nights, 

Nicole Smith who coordinates our After-School En-

richment Programs and so many others who devote 

time and resources to our school. We have scheduled 

our Volunteer Appreciation for April 27, 2010. Please 

be sure to sign our volunteer book when you are pro-

viding service of any type to our school. We want to 

acknowledge all of our volunteers for all they do. It 

is never too late to get involved! 

 

Although it is only March, we are beginning to pre-

pare for the 2010-2011 school year. If you have 

friends, neighbors or relatives who are interested in 

learning about enrollment at Dearborn for next year, 

please have them call the office at 349-4381. We 

will continue our tradition of offering school tours, 

they are scheduled for the following dates and 

times: March 24 at  9:00 for our new family tour,  

April 7 at  9:00  for our SAS tour, April 22- General 

Tour at 9:00AM, May 5- General Tour at 9:00AM, 

May 26- SAS Tour at 9:00AM. At all of our tours, 

we share information about our school, walk around 

the campus pointing out  key locations and  visiting 

classrooms, then answer questions from our potential 

families.  



Don’t Forget Snack 

Shack on Fridays! 

PTA Meeting 

March 25th 

8:00 am to 9:00 am 

Free breakfast will be  
offered by the PTA 

PTA  101 
 Thursday  -  March 18th 
 Library  
 6:00 pm to 6:30 PM 

  
 Please join us if you are interested in joining the Executive Board or being a 

Committee Chair next year or if you would just like to know more about how the 
PTA works. 

 
 I will review the Bylaws of our PTA and the PTA Toolkit which  

outlines the many volunteer opportunities available. 
 

 I will answer specific questions about our established programs  
as well as open the floor up to discussion on new events. 

 
 Barbara Smith, PTA President 

Have you heard the buzz?  
 

We have a Spelling Bee coming to our 
school. This fundraiser will take the place 
of our annual Jog-A-Thon.  
 
The Spelling Bee test 
will be given during 
classes on  March 26th. 
Flyers with more  
information will be 
coming out in the  
Monday Morning  
Folders.  

Maria’s Italian Kitchen 
 

March 15, 2010  

11:30 am to 9:00 pm 
Family Dining Fundraiser 

9161 Reseda Blvd,  
Northridge, CA 91324 

Dine in only. 

Box Tops for Education Update 
2,310 Box Tops Collected! 

Labels for Education Update 
23,978 Points Collected!  

Great Job, keep sending them in! 
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*Dearborn PTA President & 
Editor of PTA Page, Barbara 
Smith, Barbara.smith@sbcglobal.net  
*Dearborn Principal,  
Debra Hirsch, dwh0211@lausd.net 
*Northwest Valley Council 
PTA President, Kristen Foster, 
nwvc.pta@gmail.com 
*31st District PTA President, 
Ellen Eckard, pta31dist@aol.com, 

www.31stdistrictptsa.org 
*California State PTA, 

www.capta.org 
*National PTA, 
www.pta.org 
 



Why PTA? 
 

When my son was born, it was all about him. The right food, scheduled visits 
to the doctor, and a warm safe home. He taught us so much and as parents we 
did our best to prepare him for school. We wanted him to have the best educa-
tion. We checked out the school, we talked to the Principal, and we met with 
the Kindergarten teachers. On that first day of school when my husband and I 

looked out on to the playground at all of the other children, we realized we 
wanted the same things for all of those children too. 

 
After all, these children would be my son’s friends and ultimately his 

neighbors and his community. I wanted him to be surrounded by  
other children who also had safe warm homes, good food, and  

the best education.  
 

One hundred eleven (111) years ago, Alice McLellan Birney and Phoebe Ap-
person Hearst founded an organization—a nationwide movement—in a time 
when social activism was scorned and women did not have the right to vote. 

They knew there is no stronger bond than that between mother and child. 
Therefore, they felt it was up to the mothers of this county to eliminate the 
threats that endangered children. They called for action in 1897 hoping at 

least 25 people would come to that first meeting, they prepared for 200, and 
2000 came, many were mothers, but fathers, teachers, laborers, and legislators 

also responded, all with a  
commitment to children. From that first meeting in Washington, D.C., grew a 

groundswell of support. Problems were identified and strategies devised to 
resolve them. Through consistent hard work, sometimes after years of perse-
verance, the dreams became reality: the creation of kindergarten classes, child 
labor laws, a public health service, hot lunch programs, a juvenile justice sys-
tem, and mandatory immunization became accepted as national norms and are 

just a few of the accomplishments of the PTA’s efforts. 
 

Why PTA, because it is the oldest and largest child advocacy organization in 
the country. They make a difference at a national level, at the state level, and 

at your own school, Dearborn Street Elementary.  
Together we create an environment where children have access to  

free textbooks, good food, and an amazing education,  
in a safe nurturing environment. 

 
We can’t do this alone, it is truly a team effort and we need more team mem-

bers. Please consider a position on the Executive Board or taking on the 
“opportunity” of a committee, if you don’t have time for that, we always need 
volunteers to help work at our many wonderful events, we also have projects 

to do at school and at home, big and small.  
 

Come to our PTA meeting to find out how  

you can get involved! 

The Dearborn PTA would like 

to personally thank the  

following families for signing 

up their Community Club 

Cards with Ralph’s.  

 

Just by swiping their cards to 
save money every time they 
shopped, they have help to raise 
$437.05, at no additional cost to 
their families! If you signed up 
and do not see your name on the 
list, please try to sign up again at 
Ralphs.com, click on 
“Community Contribution” and 
click on “Enroll.” 
 
Harumi Agniel 
Judy Albain 
Joseramon Alvir 
Juliana Aparicio 
Nicole Arecchia 
Karen Baeza 
Shawn Beltramo 
Ana Burgos 
Patty Campochiaro 
Jean Castillo 
Teresa Ceja 
Naira Charchyan 
Sung Joo Cho 
Alyssa Dubin 
Mariela Escobar 
Ivan Ferman 
Matthew Hererson 
Gloria Hernandez 
Kristina Kay 
Tina Khoury 
Nancy Knox 
Anna Krendel 
Nina Meyers 
Diane Nadelle 
Gabriela Pereira 
Laura Ramirez 
Kara Rubinstein 
Joyce Samuels 
Roxanne Scully 
Barbara Smith 
Robert Spero 
Roset Strong 
Stacy Thymes 
 

THANK YOU! 


